
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         Contact: Christine Clemente: Communications & 

Community Engagement Supervisor 
cclemente@bayportcu.org or 757.873.4076            

 
20 Winners Awarded $75,000 in BayPort’s Debt Paydown Sweepstakes 

 
NEWPORT NEWS, Va., September 22, 2023 – BayPort Credit Union announced it has awarded 20 members $75,000 in 
cash to pay down their existing balance on any BayPort debt as part of its fifth annual Debt Paydown Sweepstakes.  
 
For five straight years, BayPort has awarded members with Debt Paydown cash prizes ranging from $1,000 to $25,000 to 
help improve their financial wellness. The annual Sweepstakes encourages entrants to utilize the credit union's free 
education tools, such as the financial literacy app Zogo and its Credit Score monitoring with full credit report access. 
 
This year's top prize of $25,000 was awarded to Alice Ostein of Williamsburg, Virginia. Ostein and two $10,000 
Sweepstakes winners were surprised by BayPort President/CEO Jim Mears in-studio of local NBC affiliates WAVY-TV 10 
and WVBT FOX 43. The surprise segment aired on the Hampton Roads Show on Friday, September 15.  
 
BayPort's 2023 Debt Paydown winners span 10 different cities and counties in the Greater Hampton Roads area and 
range in age from 26 to 64, including Newport News Shipbuilding employees, new small business owners, and the 
president of a local non-profit organization that feeds people experiencing homelessness. This year's winners illustrate 
the diversity and breadth of BayPort's membership. The sweepstakes launched April 3 and ran through July 31. 
 
In the five years since launching the Debt Paydown, BayPort has awarded $275,000 to 116 members of all ages and 
backgrounds. This year, BayPort had its most outstanding participation, with more than 22,000 people entered to win 
the Sweepstakes.  
 
To learn more about BayPort's financial wellness and education programs, visit bayportcu.org/learn.  
 
Video file of the Hampton Roads Show surprise segment is available upon request.  
 

*** 
About BayPort 
In 1928, 12 shipyard workers from Newport News Shipbuilding formed an organization with a specific purpose as a low-
interest source of loans and a trusted place to deposit money. Today, BayPort Credit Union is rated a Superior 5-Star 
credit union by Bauer Financial, managing $2.2 billion in assets and servicing nearly 148,000 individuals and businesses 
with 27 branch locations across the Virginia Peninsula and Southside communities. Visit us at www.bayportcu.org. 
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